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exception of a half-dozen great personages with their suites,,
who have faced the local fanaticism with an imperial per-
mit, no Christian is allowed within the enclosure. The
Ha'ram-esh-SherfF, or noble sanctuary at Jerusalem, in
the view of the Mohammedan world, is second in holiness
only to the great mosques at Mecca and Medinah. The
term ha'rarn applies to'the whole area, once forming the
temple court, and still enclosed by massive walls, which
contain stones of many periods, including wonder-compel-
ling courses of megalithic Jewish masonry, both below and
above ground. Within this area stand the Kub'bet-es-
Sakh'ra, or Dome of the Rock, and the Mas'jid-el-Aq'sa,
which is the chief place of worship in the Holy City. The
former building (wrongly known as the Mosque of Omar),
octagonal in shape, is not ordinarily used as a mosque,
though it contains a praying-niche. It was built as a memo-
rial shrine, at the end of the seventh century, by the Caliph
eAbd-el-Me'lik to cover the extended outcrop of rock around
which so many Jewish and Mohammedan tra.difions have
gathered. According to the former, here is the spot where
Abraham was about to sacrifice Isaac; according to the
latter, it was the point of departure for Mohammed, on his
celebrated night journey to paradise. It was probably the
site of the great altar of sacrifice of the*, Jewish Temple.
During the crusading period the building was turned into
a church called the Tern plum Domini. The guardianship
is hereditary in one family. It eon tains famous ancient
copies of the Koran, as well as banners of Mohammed and
'Omar. The Masjid-el-Aqsa on the south, wall of the en-
closure, was originally built by Justinian as a ehurch to
the Virgin.
Merit, attaching to the Friday devotions, is still further
increased by attending the noon prayer at the Aqsa Mosque.
Here assemble not only the faithful, from the Holy City, but
many peasants from the environs. Long before the time
for service, the people begin to ehoo.se their places, seating
themselves in long lines across the matted floor, for the nearer
the worshipper is to the imam, or leader, the greater will he
the blessing. Perhaps he may have already offered the In-

